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An account of its boundaries, hi/lory, cities, towns, 
^nd fettlemeuts ; of the origin, number and 
Itrength of the inhabitants ; of its rivers, canals, 
moun^ins, minerals, and produdlions of foil; of 
the different tribes of Indi;ins, and the number of 
their warriors ; and of its navigation and laws 
under tiie bpaniUi government, &.c. &;c. 
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OF 

LOUISIANA. 


The objeB of the following peiges is to confolidate 
the information refpeHing the prefent fate of 
Louifana^ furnijhed to the Executive by feve-^ 
ral individuals among the left informed upon 
that fuhjcEl. 

o F the province of Louifiana no gene¬ 
ra! map, fufficiently eorreft to be depended 
upon, has been publifhed, nor has any yet 
been procured from a private fmurce. It 
is indeed probable, that furveys have nev¬ 
er been made upon fo extenfive a fcale as 
to afford the means of laying down the va¬ 
rious regions of a country, which, io forne 
of its parts, appears to have been but jm- 
perfeQly explored. 

BOUNDARIES. 

The precife boundaries of Louifiana, 
v/eftwardly of the MifTifippi, though very 
extenfive, are at prefent involved in fome 
obfcurity. Data are equally wanting to af- 
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fian with precifion its northern extend. 
From the fource of the Milhfippi, it is 
bounded eaftwardly by the middle of the 
channel of that river to the 31ft degree of 
latitude: thence, it is afferted upon very 
flrong grounds, that according to its limits, 
when formerly pofTefT^d by France, it 
ftretches to the eaft, as far, at leaft, as the 
river Perdido, which runs into the bay 6f 
Mexico, caftward of the river Mobile. 

It may be confiftent, with the view of 
thefe notes, to remark, that Louifiana, in¬ 
cluding theMobi’e fettlemients, wasdifeov- 
ered and peopled by the French, whofe 
monarchs made feveral grants of its trade, 
in particular to Mr. Crofat in 1712, and 
fome years afterwards with his acquiefcence, 
to the well known company projeQed by 
Mr. Law. This company was relinquifhed 
in the year 1731. By a fecret convention 
of the gd November, 1762. the French gov¬ 
ernment ceded fo much of the province as 
lies beyond the Miffifippi, as well as the 
ifland of New Orleans, to Spain, and, by 
the treaty of peace which followed in 1763, 
the whole territory of France and Spain 
eaftward of the middle of the Miffifippi to 
the Iberville, thence thtough the middle of 
that river, and the lakes Maurepas and Pon* 
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chartrain to the Tea, was ceded to Great Bri- 
taiin. Spain having conquered th^ Floridas 
from Great-Britain during our revolutionary 
war. they were confirmed to her by the trea¬ 
ty of peace of 1783. By the treaty of St. 
lldefonfo, of the lU of Oflobcr, 1800, his 
catholic majefty promifes and engages on 
his part to cede back tp the French repub- 
lie, fix months after the full and entire exe¬ 
cution of the conditions and ftipulations 
therein contained, relative to the duke of 
Parma, the colony or province of Loui- 
fiana, with the lame extent that it aflually 
has in the hands of Spain, that it had when 
France pofleffed it, and fuch as it ought to 
be after the treaties fubfequently entered 
into between Spain and other dates.” This 
treaty was confirmed and enforced by that 
of Madrid, of the 21ft March, 1801. From 
France it pafied to us by the treaty of the 
30th of April laft, with a reference to the 
above claufc, as deferiptive of the limits 
ceded. 

DIVISIONS OF THE PROVINCE. 

The province as held by Spain, inclu¬ 
ding a part of Weft Florida, is laid off into 
the following principal divifions : Mobile^ 
from Balifte to the city, New-Orleans and 
the country on both fides of lake Ponchar- 
A 2 
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train, firft and fecond German coaffs, Cara- -^ 
hanofe, Fourche, Venezuela, Iberville, 
Galvez-Town, Baton-Rouge, Pointe Cou¬ 
pee, Atacapas, Ope'loulas, Ouachita, Avoy¬ 
elles. Rapide, NatcVitocheSj Arkanfas and 
the IHinois. 

In the Illinois there are commandants, at 
New-Madrid, St. Genevieve,New-Bourbony 
St. Charles and St. Andrews, all liibordinate 
to the commandant general. 

Baton Bodge having been made a gov¬ 
ernment, rubfequently to the treaty of lim¬ 
its. &c. with Spain, the pods of Manchac 
and Thompfon’s creek, or Feliciana, were 
added to it. 

ChA ptTOOLAS has fometimes been re¬ 
garded as a feparate command, bat is now 
included within the jurtfdiaion of the city. 
The lower part of the river has likewile had 
occafionally a Icparate commandant. 

M.any of the prefent eltablifhmcnfs are 
feparated fmm each other by immenfe and 
tracklels deferts, having no communication 
with each o'her by land, except now and 
then a folitary inftance of its being attempt- 
ed by hunters, who have to (wim rivers, ex- 
pofe thernfelves to the inclemency of the 
weather, and carry their provifions on their 
back for a time proportioned to the length 
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6f iheir journey. This is particularly the 
cafe on the weft of the Miffifippi, where the 
communication is only kept up by watecj be¬ 
tween the capital and the diftant fettlements; 
three months being required to convey in> 
telligence from the one to the other by the 
Miftifippi, The ufual diftance accomplifh- 
ed by a boat in afeending, is five leagues 
per day. The rapidity of the current, in 
the fpring feafon efpecially, when the wa¬ 
ters of all the rivers are high, facilitates the 
defeent, fo that the fame voyage by-water, 
whicl't-Tcquires three or four months to per¬ 
form from the capital, may be rfiade to it in 
from twelve to fixteen days,. The principal 
fettlements in Louifianaare On the Miffifip- 
pi, which begins to be cultivated about 
twenty leagues from the fea, where the plan¬ 
tations are yet thin, and owned by the poor- 
eft people. Afeending you fee them im¬ 
prove on each fide, till you reach the city, 
which is fituated on the Eaft bank, on a bend 
of the river, 35 leagues from the fea. 

CHAPITOULAS, FIRST & SECOND GER¬ 
MAN COASTS, CATAHANOSE, FOURCHE 
AND IBERVILLE. 

The beft and moft improved are above 
the city, and comprehend what is there 
known by the ParoiCfe de Chapitoulas, 
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Premi^^r snd Second Cote des Allemand^j 
and extend i6 leagues. 

Above this begins the parifh of Catalian* 
ofe, or firft Acadian lettlement, extending 
eight leagues on the riv^er. Adjoining it 
and ftill afeending is the fecond Acadian 
ieiilement or parifli of the Fourchc, which 
extends about fix leagues. The parifh of 
Iberville ihen conmtenccs, and is bounded 
on the eaft fide by the river of the’ lame 
name, which though dry a great part of the 
year, yet, when the Miflifippi is raifed, it 
communicates with the lakes Maurepas and 
Ponchartrain, and through them with the 
fea, and thus forms what is called the ifland 
of New^-Orleans. Except on the point juft 
below the Iberville, the country from New- 
Orleans is fettled the w’hole way along the 
river, and prelents a feene of interrupted 
plantations in fight of each other, whofe 
fron.ts to the Miftifippi are all cleared, and 
occupy on that river from 5 to 25 acres with 
a depth of 40; lo that a plantation of 5 
cres in front contains 200- A few" fugar 
plantations are formed in the parifh of Cata- 
hanofe, but the remainder is devoted to cot¬ 
ton and provifions,and the whole is an excel¬ 
lent foil incapable of being exhaufted. The 
plantations are but one deep on the ifiand 
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bf New-Orleans, and on the oppofite fide of 
the river as far as the mouth ofahe Iberville^ 
which is 35 leagues above New-Orleans. 
BAYOU DE LA FOURCHE—ATACAPAS,' 
AND OPELOUSAS. 

About 25 leagues from the lafi: mention¬ 
ed place on the weft fide of the Miffifippi, 
the creek or Bayou of the Fourche, called 
in old maps La Riviere des Chiiamaches^ 
flows from the Miffifippi, and communicated 
with the fca to the welt of the Balife. The 
entrance of the Miffifippi is navigable ordy 
at high water, but will then admit of craft 
of from 60 to 70 tons burthen. On both 
banks of this creek are fettlements^ one 
plantation deep, for near 15 leagues, and 
they are divided into tv/o parifhes. The 
feitlers are numerous,- though poor, and 
the culture is uniVerfally cotton. On all 
creeks making from the Miffifippi, the foil 
is the fame as on the bank of the river, and 
the border is the higheft part of if, front 
whence it defeends gradually to the fwamp. 
In no place on the low lands is^there depth 
more than fuffices for one plantation, before 
you come to the low grounds incapable of 
cultivation. This creek affords one of the 
communications to the two populous and 
tich fettlements of Atacapas and Opeloufad 
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formed on and near, the fmall rivers Teche 
and Vermilion which flow into the bay of 
Mexico. But the principal and fwifteft 
communication is by the Bayou or creek of 
Plaquemines, whofe entrance into the Mifli- 
fippi is feven ieagties higher up on the fame 
Tide, and 32 above New-Orleans. Thefe 
fettlements abound in cattle and horfes, 
have a large quantity of gcJod land im their 
vicinity, and may be made of great impor¬ 
tance. A part of their produce is fent by 
fea to Ncw-Orleans, but the greater part is 
carried in batteaux by the creeks above 
mentioned. 

BATON ROUGE AND ITS DEPENDENCIES. 

Immediately above the Iberville, and 
on both fides of the Miflifippi, lies the pa- 
rifii of Manchac, which extends 4 leagues 
on the river, and is well cultivated. Above 
it commences the fettlement of Baton 
Rouge, extending about 9 leagues. It ft 
remarkable as being the firfl place, where 
rile high land is contiguous to the river, 
and here it forms a bluff from 30 to 40 feet 
above the greateft rife of the river. ^ Here 
the fettlements extend a confiderabie way^ 
back on the eaft tide ; and this parifli has 
that of Thompfon’s creek atid Bayou Sara 
fubordinate to it. The mouth of the firfl 
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of ihefe creeks is about 49 leagues from 
New-Orleans, and that bf the latter 2 or 3 
leagues higher up. They run from north- 
eaft to (biith weft, and their head waters are 
north of the 31ft degree of latitude. Their 
banks have the beft foil, and the greateft 
number of good cotton plantations of any. 
part of Louifiana, and are allowed to be 
the garden of it. 

POINTE COUPEE AND FAUSEE RIVIERE. 

Above Baton Rouge, at the diftanc^ of 
AO leagues from New-Orleans, and on the 
weft fide of the Miffifippi is Poinie Coupee, 
a populous and rich feitlement, extending 
8 leagues along the river. Its produce is 
cotton. Behind it, on an old bed of the 
liver, now a lake, whofe outlets are clofed 
up, is the fettlement of Fauffe Riviere, 
which is well cultivated. 

In the fpace now deferibed from the fea 
as high as and including the laft mentioned 
fettlement, are contained three fourths of 
the population, and feven eighths of the 
riches of Louifiana. 

From the fettlement of Pointe Coupee 
on the Milfifippi to Cape Girardeau above 
the mouth of the Ohio, there is no land on 
the weft fide, that is not o^verflowed in the 
fpring to the diftance of 8 or 10 leagues 
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from the river with from 2 to 12 feet of 
water, except a finall fpot near New Ma¬ 
drid; fo that in the whole extent there is 
no poflibiliiy of forming a confiderable fet- 
tlement coniiguous to the river on that fide. 
The eaftern bank has in this reipeft a deci¬ 
ded advantage over the wcftern, as there 
are on it many fituations which eff'eElually 
command the river. 

RED RIVER AND ITS SETTLEMENTS. 

On the weft fide of the Miftifippi, 70 
leagues from New-Orleans, is the mouth of 
the Red river, on whofe banks and vicinity 
are the feitlements of Rapide, Avoyelles 
and Natchitoches, all of them thriving and 
populous. The latter is fiiuate 75 leagues 
up til' Red River. On the north fide of 
the Red River, a few leagues from its junc¬ 
tion with the Miftifippi, is the Black River, 
on one of whofe branches, a confiderable 
way up, is the infant fettlement of Ouachi¬ 
ta, which from the richnefs of the foil may 
be made a place of importance. Cotton is 
the chief produce of thefe fettlemerits, but 
they have like wife a confiderable Indian 
trade. The River Rouge is ufed to com¬ 
municate with the frontiers of New-Mexi- 

CO. 
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CONCORD, ARKANSAS, ST. CHARLES 
AND ST. ANDREW, &c.^ 

There is no other fettlement on thp 
Miflifippi except the fmall one called Con¬ 
cord, oppofite to the Matches, till you come 
to the Arkanfas River, whofe mouth is 250 
leagues above New Orleans. 

Here there are but a few families, who 
are more attached to the Indian trade (by 
which chiefly they live) than to cultivation. 
There is no fettlement from thivS place to 
New-Madrid, which isltfelf inconfiderabie. 
A-l'cejiding the river you come to Cape Gj- 
rardeau, St.Genevieve and St. Louis, where, 
though the inhabitants are numerous, they 
raife little for exportation, and content 
ihemfelves with trading with the Indians 
^nd working a few lead mines. This coun¬ 
try is very fertile, efpecially on the banks 
of the Miffouri, where there have been 
formed two fettlements, called St. Charles 
and St. Andrew, moftly by emigrants from 
Kentucky. The peltry procured in the Il¬ 
linois is the bell fent to the Atlantic mar¬ 
ket ; and the quantity is very confiderable. 
Lead is to be had with eafe, and in fuch 
quantities as to fupply all Europe, if the 
population were fufficient to work the nu- 
tperous mines to he found within two or 
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three feel from the, furface in various parts 
of the country. The fettlements about the 
Illinois were firft made by the Canadians^ 
and their inhabitants ftill refemble them in 
their averfion to labor, and love of a wan¬ 
dering life. They contain but few negroes, 
compared to the number of the whites ; and 
it may be taken for a general rule, that in 
proportion to the dihance from the capital, 
the number of blacks diminifii below that 
of the whites ; the former abounding moft 
on the rich plantations in its vicinity. 
GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF UPPER LOU¬ 
ISIANA. 

When compared with the Indiana terri¬ 
tory, the face of the country in Upper Lou- 
ifianais rather more broken, though the foil 
is equally fertile. It is a faft not to be 
conrefted, that the weft fide of the river 
pofiefies fome advantages, not generally 
incident to thofe regions. It is elevated 
and healthy, and well watered with a varie¬ 
ty of large rapid ftreams, calculated for 
mills and other water works. From Cape 
Girardeau, above the mouth of the Ohio, 
to the Mifiburi, the land on the eaft fide of 
the Mifiifippi is low and flat, and occafion- 
ally expofed to inundations; that on the 
Louifiana fide, contiguous to the river, is 
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generally much higher, and in many places 
very rocky on the fnore. Some of the 
heights exhibit a fcene truism piaurefque. 
They rife to a height of at leaf! 300 feet, 
faced with perpendicular lime and free /lone, 
carved into various fhapes and figures by 
the hand of nature, and afford the appear¬ 
ance of a multitude of antique towers. 
From the tops of thefe elevations, the land 
gradually Hopes back from the river, with¬ 
out gravel or rock, and is covered with val¬ 
uable timber. It may be faid with truth 
that fcr fertility of foil, no part of the wor-^ 
exceeds the borders of »he Miffifippi { 
land yields an abtmdance of all the ueceU 
faries of life, and almofl fpontanc'^^^y i 
very little labor being required in th^ culti¬ 
vation of the earth. That part of 
Louifiana, which borders on Mexi¬ 

co, is one irnmenfe prairie ; it p 
yiothing but grafs ; it is filled with 
deer, and other kinds of game ; the 
veprefenied as too rich for the growth 
fore ft trees. 

It is pretended thatUpper Louifiana con¬ 
tains in its bowels many filver and^copper 
mines, and various fpecimens of both are 
exhibited. Several trials have been made 
to afcertain the faft ; but the want of 
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in ihe ahifts has hitherto left the fubjea uh‘ 

decided. 

The fait works are aifo pretty numerous: 
feme belong to individuals ; others to the 
public. They already yield an abundant 
fupply for the confumption of the country ; 
and if properly managed, might become an 
’ r.fiT'Ore 'reneral exportation. The 
' n :)ulhel is 350 cents, \n cafh^ 

^ ; his price ill be liill lowet 

hiv u " vrtantifaBure ot the fait is at- 
" overnment^ or patronized 
e large capitals to employ 
in \hi One extraordinary fa6t 

^ . . lift not be omitted. There 

t, - DO miles up the Miffouri, 
hi - r ^ ' that river, a Sali Moiiniam I 

Th^ f tut:h a mountain might 

U Were it not for the tef- 

oi ^i^vial refpcflable and enterpri- 
K, i- is‘;o have vifited it, and >vhoJ 

• I ' evcral bufhcls of the fait 
^ v " t^f the people of St. Louis, 

,,vw t fti'li remains. A fpccimen 
-t has been Tent to Marietta. 
VS faid to be 180 miles long^ 
. Ml compofed of Iblid rock 

fth ikV)y trees, or even flirubs oil 

It* Salt fprings are very numerous beneath 




I-OUISIAN A. 


^7 

the furface of this mountain, and they flow 
through the fi{rures,and cavities of it. 
Caves of fak-peire are found in Upper 
X-ouifiana, though at Tome diftance from 
the fettlements. Four men on a trading 
voyage lately difcovered one, feveral hun¬ 
dred miles up the Miffoun. They fpent 5 
or 6 wcekr> in the manufaSure of this arti¬ 
cle, and returned to St. Louis with 400 
weight of it. Ir proved to be good and 
they (old it for a high price. 

The geography of the Mifufippi and 
Miffouri, and their coniiguitv, fpr a great 
length of vvav, are but little known. The 
traders aflert, that 100 miles above iheir 
juriSion, a nirtn may walk from one to the 
other in a day ; atid it is alfo aflerted, that 
700 nules (till higher up, the portage may 
be eroded in four or five days. This por¬ 
tage is frequented by traders, who carry on 
a confiderable trade with fome of the Mif- 
fouri Indians; their general route is through 
Green Bay, which is an arm of Lake Michi¬ 
gan ; they then pafs into a fmall lake con- 
ne6Ied with it, and which communicates 
with the Fox River; they then crofs over 
a fhort portage into the Ouifeonfing River, 
which unites with the Miffifippi lome dif- 
tance below the falls of St, Anthony. It 

■ B 2 
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is alfo raid, that the traders communicate 
vutb ihe Miflifippi above thefe falls, through 
Lake Superior—hut their trade in that 
quarter is much Icfs cbnfi’derable. 

CANAL OF CARONDELET. 

Behind New Orleans is a canal about 
i-E miles long, which communicates with a 
creek callrd .the Bayou St. Jean, flowing 
into Lake Ponchartrain. At the mouth of 
it, about 2j leagues from the city is a fmall 
fort called St. Jean, which commands the 
entrance from the lake. By this creek the 
communication is kept up through the 
lake and the Rigo’ets to Mobile and the 
fettlements in Weft*Florida. Craft draw¬ 
ing from 6 to 8 feet water can navigate to' 
the mouth of the creek, but except in par¬ 
ticular fwells of the lake, cannot pafs the 
bar without being lightened. 

ST. BERNARDO. 

On the eaft fide of the MiHifippi, about 
five leagues below New-Orleans and at the 
head of the Englifh. bend is a fettlement 
known by the name of the Poblacion de St, 
Bernardo or the Terre aux Boeufs, extend¬ 
ing on both fides of a creek or drain, whofe 
head is contiguous to the MiiSfippi, and 
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ivnich flowing eaftward, after a courfe of 
i8 leagues .and dividing itfelf into two 
brances, falls into the Tea and lake Borgne. 
This fetilement confills of two parifhes, al- 
moft all the iiihabitants of which are Span¬ 
iards from the Canaries, who content them- 
felves with raifing fowls, corn and garden 
ftiiff, for the market at New-Orleans. The 
lands canriot be cultivated to any great 
diftance from the banks of the creek, on 
account of the vicinity of the marfh behind 
them, fufcepiible of great improvement and 
of affording another communication to fmall 
craft of from 8 to io feet draught, between 
the fea and the Miffiflppi. 

SETTLEMENTS BELOW THE ENGLISH 
TURN. 

At the diftance of i6 leagues below 
New-Orleans, the fettlements on both banks 
of the river are of but fmall account. Be- 
t4’een ihefe and the fort of Plaqueminesj 
the country is overflowed in the fpring, and 
in many places (s incapable of cultivatiort 
at any time, being a morafs almoft impaffa- 
ble by man or beaft. This fmall tongue of 
land extendsj confiderably into the fea^ 
which is vifible on both lidcs of the Mifii- 
iippi from a fhip’s maft. 
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COUNTRY FROM PL/.^UEMINES TO TH?; 
SEA, ANO EFf£C; "of the HURRT 

CANES. 

From Plaquemines vo the fea is 13 or 
ig leagues The country is low, fwampy, 
chiefly covered with reeds, having little 
or no tinij^er and no lettlement whatever. 
It may be neceffary to mention here, that 
the whole lower part of the country from 
the Englifh Turn downward is fubjefl to 
overflowing in hurricanes, either by the 
recoiling of the river or rcfliuc from the 
fea on each fide ; and on more than one 
occafion it has been covered from the 
depth of 3 to 10 feet, according to the def- 
ccnt of the river, whereby many lives were 
lofl, horfes and cattle fwept away and a 
fcene of deflruBion laid. The laft calam¬ 
ity of this kind happened in 1794 ; but 
fortunately they are not Sequent. In the 
preceding year the en dneer who fuperin- 
tended the ereBion or the fort of Plaque¬ 
mines was drowned in his houle near the 
ic'it. and the workjuen and garrifon efca- 
ped oii'v by taking refuge on an elevated 
fpot m lire fort, on which there w^ere not- 
withflanding, 2 or 3 feet of water. Thefe 
burricaiic;} iiavo generally been felt in 
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Ihe month of Auguft. Their grealcft fury 
lads about 12 hours. They commence in 
the fouth eaft, veer about to *all points of 
the compafs, are felt more feverely below 
and feldom extend more than a few leagues 
above New Orleans. In their whole courie 
they are marked with ruin and defolation. 
Until that of 1793, there had been none 
.felt from the year 1780. 

PASSES, OR MOUTHS OF THE MISSU 
SIPPL 

About 8 leagues below Plaquemines; 
the MifEfiDpi divides itlelf into three chan¬ 
nels, which are call<-d the paflTes of tlie riv¬ 
er, viz. the Ead, South and South Weft 
paffes. Their courie is from 5 to 6 leagues 
to the fea. The fpaCe between is marfh 
with little or no timber on if; but from its 
{jtuation, it rrtay hereafter be reiidered of 
importance. The Eaft pafs which is on 
the left hand going down the river, is divi- 
ded into two branches about two leagues 
below, viz. Pafs a la Loutre, and that 
known to mariners by the name of the 
Balife, at which there is a linall bloclt- 
houfe and fome huts of the pilots, who 
fefide only here. The firft of thefe fee- 
gndary channels contains at prefent but 8 
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feet water; the latter from 14 to 16 ac¬ 
cording 10 the feafons. The Somh» pafs, 
which is direftly in front of the Miffifippi, 
has always been confidered as entirely 
choaked up, but has 10 feet water. 7 'he 
Souih Well pais, which is on the right, is 
the longed and narroweft of all the pafles, 
and a few years ago had 18 feet water, 
and was that by which the large (liips al¬ 
ways entered and failed from the Mifli- 
fippi. It has now but 8 feet ,water, and 
will probably remain fo for fome time. 
In (peaking of the quantity of w'ater in 
the pafles it muft be underflood of what 
is on the b ir of each pafs; for immediate¬ 
ly after paffing the bar, which is very 
narrow, there are from 5 to 7 fathoms at 
all lea ions. 

COUNTRY EAST OF LAKE PONCHAR- 
TRAIN. 

The country on the eaft fide of Lake 
Ponchartrain to Mobile and including the 
whole extent between the American line, 
the Miffilippi above New Orleans, and the 
lakes (with the exception of a trafl of a- 
bout 30 miles on the Miffifippi, and as 
much fquare contiguous to the line, and 
comprehending the waters of Thomplon’s 
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Creek, Bayou Sara and the Amet) is a poor 
thin loll, overgrown with pine, and con¬ 
tains no good land whatever, nnlefson the 
banks of a few final I rivers, it would how¬ 
ever afford fupplies of pitch, tar, and pine 
lurnber, and would feed large herds of 
cattle. 

THE INHABITANTS AND THEIR ORIGIN. 

Th£ inhabitants of Louifiana arc chief¬ 
ly the defeendants of the French and Ca¬ 
nadians. There are a conhderable num¬ 
ber of Englifh and Americ^^rs in New-Or- 
leans. The two German co: fts are peopled 
by the defeendants of fealers froGerma¬ 
ny and a few French m'xed with them. 
The three fucceeding fetilements up to 
Baton Rouge contain moftly Acadians, 
banifhed from Nova Scotia by the En- 
glifh, and their defeendants. The gov¬ 
ernment of Baton Rouge, efpecially the 
Eaft fide, which includes all the country 
betv;een the Iberville and the American 
line, is coinpofed partly of Acadians, a 
very few French, and of a great majority 
of Americans. On the weft fide they, are 
moftly Acadians ; at Pointc Coupee and 
Fauffee Riviere they are French and Acadi¬ 
ans. Of the population of jhe Atacapai 
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and Opeloiifas. a corfiderable part is 
rpetican. Natchitoches, on the Red Riv^ 
er, contains but a few Americans, and the 
remainder of the inhabitants are French. 
But the foimer are more numerous in the 
ptber lettlemcnts on that river, viz. Avoy- 
elles. Rapide, and Ouacheta. At Arkan- 
they are moftly French ; and at NeWj 
'd, Americans. At leaft 2-5ths. if not 
oroporiion of all the feitlers on 
U* fide of the Miffifippi, in the 

Ihine . ti re likewife fuppofed to 

be Anre. How New-Orleans the 

population . ther French, and the 

defeendants p. chmen. 
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l^kes and the fea, but in general abounds 
cyprefs timber, which is fawed by 
mills, which are worked by artificial ftreams 
from the Mifiifippi, in the time of frefliets. 
They generally rup five months in the 
year. 

What has been faid of the eaft equally 
applies to the weft fide of the river. Th^ 
foil and fituation ave nearly the fame. Af¬ 
ter leaving the bank of the river there is 
an immenfe fwamp, interfeQed by creeks 
^nd lakes, extending to the high lands of 
Atacapas, and occupying a fpace of thirty 
or forty leagpes. 

The city of New-Orleans, which is reg¬ 
ularly laid out on the eaft fide of the 
Miffifippi, in lat. 30, N. and long. 90, W, 
extends nearly a mile along the'river, 
from the gate of France on the fouth, to 
that of Chapiioulas above, and a little 
tpore than i-3d of a mile in breadth, from 
the river to the rampart; but it has an 
extcnfive fuburb on the upper fide. The 
houles in front of the town and for a fquare 
cr two backwards, are moftly of brick, 
covered with ftate or tile, and many of two 
ftories. The remainder are of wood, cov¬ 
ered with fhingles. The ftreets crofs'cach 
Other at right angles, and are 32 French 
c 


/ 
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feet wide. The fqiiares between the in- 
terfeflions of the lirect have a front of 
300 French feet. There is in the middle 
of the front of the city a plact d'armes^ fa-* 
cing which the church and town-houfe are 
built. There are from 12 to 1400 houfes 
in the city and fuburbs. The population 
may be eftimated at 10,000 including the 
feamen and garrifon. It was fortified in 
1798’ works werp originally defec¬ 

tive, could not have been defended, and 
are now in ruins. The powder magazine 
is on the oppofite bank of the river. 

The public buildings and other public 
property in New Orleans, are as follow : 

Two very extenflve brick ftores, from 
160 to 180 feet in length, and about 30 in 
breadth. They are one ftory high and 
covered with fhingics. 

A government houfe, ftables and garden, 
occupying a front of about 220 feet on the 
river, in the middle of the town, and ex¬ 
tending 336 feet back to the next ftreet. 

A military hofpital. 

An ill built cuftom-boufe of wood, al- 
moft in ruins in the upper part of the city, 
near the river. 

An extenfive barrack in tbe lower 
part of the city, fronting on the river, and 
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calculated to lodge twelve or fourteen hun* 
dred men, 

A large lot adjoining the king’s ftofes, 
with a few flieds in it. It ferves as a park 
for artillery, 

A prifon, town houfe,, market-houfe, af- 
fenibly room, fome ground rents, and the 
common about the town. 

A public fchool for the rudiments of the 
Spanifli language. 

A cathedral church unfinilhed, and fome 
houfes belonging to it. 

A charitable hofpital, with fome houfes 
belonging to it, and a revenue of 1500 dol¬ 
lars annually endowed by an individual 
lately deceafed. 

The canal de Carondelet has been alrea¬ 
dy defcribed. 

NUMBER OF INHABITANTS. 

According to the annexed cenfus. No. 
29 of Louifiana, including Pc-D'acola and 
the Natchez, as made in 17^5, the whole 
number of inhabitants amouuu d to 32.062 
of which 14215 were free whites, 1:303 
free people of color, and 16^544 Haves. 

The liatement, No. 3, liom the lateft 
documents, makes the whole number 
42,932—the free whites, 21,244—the free 
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people of color, 1,768—and the llavesj 
19,920. 

These papers certainly exhibit a fnialler 
humber than the rrai poptilaiion of the 
country. From an < fficial document,made 
in ]a]y laft, and received from Atacapas, 
{ince he hatement, No. 3, was formed, it 
appears that it contained 2,270 whites, 21O 
free people of color, 1.266 (laves, in all 
3,746 fouls, inltead of 1,447, therein 
ftated. It is highly probable that the re¬ 
turn for the neighbouring diftrifl of Ope- 
loufas, is in the fame proportion under¬ 
rated. 

A conjeQural eftimation made by a gen- 
tleman^of great: refpeBability and corrcft 
information, reliding at Natchez, raifes the 
number of whites in the ifland of New Or¬ 
leans, on the weft fide of the liver, and 
fome fettlements on the eaft fide, to 50,1^0) 
and the number of blacks to 39,820. 

It is at all times difficult to cfbtain the 
full cenfus of a country, and the impedi¬ 
ments are increafed in this from its Mat¬ 
tered population. The aftual enurnerji- 
tion may therefore fall ffiort of the 
iiumbers. 
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MILITIA. 

There is a militia in Louifiatia. The 
following is the return of it, made to 
the Court of Spain, by the Baron of Ca» 
rondelet. 

Militia, 

From Balize to the city.—volunteers of the 
Miffifippi—4 companies of loo men each 
—complete. 

City—Battalion of the city, 5 companies, 

Artillery corppany, with fupernume- 
raries, 

Carabineers, or privileged companies of 
horfe, 2 companies of 70 each—incom¬ 
plete, 

Mulattoes, 2 companies—negroes, i do. 

Mired legion of the MillHippi, comprehend¬ 
ing Galveztown, Baton-Rouge, Pointe 
Conpee, Atacapas and Opeloulas, viz, 

2 companies of grenadiers, 

8 do. of lufi leers, 

4 do. of dragoons, 

2 do. lately added from Bayou Sara, 


16 companies of too men each, 1,600 

Avoyelles, i company of infantry, 100 

Oucheta, i do. of cavalry, 100 

Katchitochez, i do. of infantry, and i of 

cavalry, 200 

Arbanfas, i do. of infantry and cavalry, lo'o 

Illinois, 4 do. of cavalry, 4 do. of infantry ; 

Thefe aic always above the compliment. 809 

C 2 


400 

ypo 

120 


TOO 

300 
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Provincial regiment of Germans and Aca- 
dians, from the ift German coaft to Ib¬ 
erville— lo companies, viz. 2 of grena¬ 
diers, 8 of fufileers, i,oco 

Mobile and the country eaft of Lake Pon- 
chartrain, 2 companies of horfe and foot, 
incomplete, 120 


The fame gentleman alluded to, page 
28, makes the number of the militia to a- 
mount to 10-340 men within the fame 
limits to which his eftimate of the popula¬ 
tion applies. He diftributes them in the 
feveral fettlements, as follows: 

i. The ifland of New-Orleans, Avith the 
oppofite margin and the adjacent fettle¬ 


ments, 5,000 

2. The weft margin from Manchac, in¬ 
cluding Pointe Coupee, and extending to 

the Red River, > 800 

3. Ancapas, along the coaft, between the 

Delta of the Miflifippi and the river Sa¬ 
bine, 2^0 

4. Opeloufas, -7^6 

5. Red River, including Bayou BcEuf,' 

AAmyelles,' Rapids and Natchitoches, 1006 

6. Ouachita, ^co 

7. Concord, 4O 

8. Arkanfas, 150 

g. New Madrid and its vicinity^ 350 

JO. Illinois and Milfouri, iooo 
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it. The fettleraents on the eaft fide of 
the Miffifippi, from the American line to ' 
the Iberville, and fomc other fettlements, 

It is to be obferved, that none of thefe 
ftatements include the country beyond the 
River Sabine^ nor even all thofe which lie 
ealtvardiy of it. Data are alib warning to 
give them. 

^ fortifications. 

St. Louis has a lieutenant colonel to 
command in it, and but few troops. ^ 
Baton Rouge is an ill conltaitted fort, 
and has about 50 men. In deferihing the 
canal of Caiondelet, the Imall fort of St. 
Jean has been rnef)tioned5 as has the block- 
houfe at the Baiilc in its proper placer, 
The fortifications of New Orleans, noticed 
before, confift of five ill-con ft ru cied re¬ 
doubts, with a covered way, palilade and 
ditch. The whole is going fail to dcca\, 
and it is ruppofed they w’ou'd be of but 
iittle iervice, inxafe of an attack. Though 
the powder magazine is on the oppofite 
fide of the river, there is no fufficient 
provifion made lor its removal to the cit)^ 
in cafe of need. 
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The forf of Plaquemines, which is about 
twelve or thirteen leagues from the fea, is 
an ili-conftruaed, irregular, brick work,oa 
the eaftern fide of the Miffifippj, with a 
ditch in front of the river, and protefted 
on the lower fide bv a deep creek, flowing 
from 'he river to the fea. It is, however, 
imperfeaiy doled behind, and almoft with¬ 
out defence there j too much reliance hav¬ 
ing been placed on the fwampinefs of the 
ground, which hardens daily. It miobt be 
taken perhaps by efcalade, withour diffi¬ 
culty. It ;s in a degree ruinous. The 
principal front is meant to defend the ap- 
proach from the fea, and can oppofe at 
inoit, but eight heavy guns. It is built at 
a turn in the u'ver, where fliips in general 
rnu/l anchor, as the Wind which ’brinrrs 
theni up fo fitr is contrary in the ne.xt 
reach, which they moftly work through • 
and they would therefore be expofed to 
the fire of the fort. On the oppofite bank 
are the nuns of a finall doled redoubt, 
called Fort Bourbon, ufually garrifoned 
by a ferjeant’s command. Its fire was in, 
tended to flank that of the fort of Plaque- 
niines, and prevent fhipping and craft from 
a cending or defending on that fide. 

V\ hen a ve*fel appears, a figna! js made on 
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fide, and anfwercd on ihe other. 
Should (lie attempt to pafs, vdthout fending 
a boat on ftiore, (he would be Immediateljr 
fired upon. 

INDIANS. 

The Indian nations within the limits oc 
l^ouifiana are as far as known as foliowS|^ 
and conlifl: of the number (pecified. 

On the eafiern bank of the Mifiifippij 
about 25 leagues frotn Orleans, are the re~ 
bains of the nation of Houinas or Red 
Men which do not exceed 60 peribni^'. 
There are no other Indians fettled on this 
fide of the river, either, iii Louifiana or 
Weft Florida, though they are at times 
frequented by parties of wandering Choc¬ 
taws. . . ^ , 

On the weft fide of the Miffifippi are 
the remains of the Tounicas, fettled neat 
and above Pbinte Coupee on the river^ 
confifting of 50 or 60 perfons. 

In the Atacapas. 

On the lower parts of the Bayou "t'echc 
at about eleven or twelve leagues from the 
fea, are two villages of Chitamachas, coti- 
fitting of about one hundred fouls. 

The Atacapas, properly fo called, dif- 
jperfed throughout the diftricl, ^nd chieflj?' 
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on the Bayou, or creek of Vermillion, 
about one hundred fouls. 

Wanderers of the tribes of Bilexis 
and Chotlavvs. on Bavou Crocodile, which 
empties into the Teche, about fifty fouls, 

Jn the Opeloufas to the N. W, of Atacapas. 

Two villaoes of Alibamas in the centre 
of the dillritl near the church, confining 
of one hundred perfons. 

CoNCHATEs difperfed through the coun¬ 
try as far weft as the river Sabinas and its 
neighbourhood, about three hundred and 
fifty perfons. 

On the River Rouge, 

At Avoyehes, nineteen leagues from the 
Mhlifippi, is a village of the Biloni nation, 
^nd another on ihe lake of the Avoyelles 
the whole about fixty fouls* ^ 

At the Rapide, tw(=niy-fix leagues from 
the MifTifippi, is a villag.- of ihe Choaaws 
of one hundred fouls, and another of Bil- 
oxes, about two leagues from it, of about 
one hundred more: About eight or nine 
leagues higher up the Red River is a vil- 
lage of about fifty fouls. All thefe are oc- 
cafionally employed by the fettlers in their 
neighbourhood as boatmen. 

About eighty leagues above Natcbitoch. 
cs on the Red River is the nation of the 
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Cadoquies, called by abbreviation Cados: 
they can raife from ihree to four hundred 
warriors, are the friends of the whites, and 
are efteemed the braveft and moft generous 
of all the nations in this vaft country. They 
are rapidly decreafing, owing to intempe¬ 
rance aT)d the numbers annually deftroyed 
by the .Ofages and Cho6taws. 

There are, befides the foregoing, at 
leaft four to five hundred families of Choc- 
taw;>, who are difperled on the weft fide of 
the Miffifippi, on the Ouchera and Red 
Rivers, as far wefi as Natchitoches, atid 
the whole nation would have em-grated 
acrofs the Mifljfippi had it not been for 
the oppofition of the Spaniards and the 
Indians on that fide who had fuffcred by 
their aggreffions. 

On thc^R.tvcr Arkanfas^ &?t. 

Between the Red River and the Arkan- 
fas there are but a few Indians, the retnains 
of tribes almolt extina. On this lali river 
is the nation of the fame name, confifiingof 
about two hundred and fixty warriors. 
They are brave, yet peaceable and well 
dirpofed, and have always been aliached to 
the French and elpoufed their caufe in 
their wars with the Chickafaws, whom they 
have always refifted with fuccefs. They 
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Jive in three villages, the fir ft is at eighteer| 
leagues from the Miftifippi on the Arkan- 
fas-river, and the others are at three and 
fix leagues from the firft. A fcarcitv of 
game on the eaftern fide of the Miftifippi 
has lately induced a number of the Chero- 
kees, Choftavvs, Chickafaws, &:c. to fre¬ 
quent the neighbourhood of Arkanf’as^ 
Y^here game is ftill jn abundance ; they 
have contrafled marriages with the Arkau- 
fas, and feem inclined to make a perma¬ 
nent fettlem^cnt, and incorporate themfelves 
with that nation. The number is unknown^ 
kui is confiderable, and is every day in- 
creafing. 

On the river Sr. Francis, in the neigh¬ 
bourhood oF Mew-Madrid, Cape Girar- 
deati, keviere a la Pomme, and the envi¬ 
rons, ai'c fettled a number of vagabonds, 
emigianis from the Delawares, Shawneje, 
JVliamis, Chickafaws, Cherokees, Fiorias, 
^nd iMppofed ,to confift in all of five hun¬ 
dred lamilies. They are at times trouble- 
iome to the boats deicending the river, and 
have even plundered fo'.ne of them and 
^ommirted a few murders. They are at¬ 
tached to liquor, fcldom remain long in 
any place, many of them fpeak Knglifh^ 
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all anderftand it, and there arc fome who 
even read and write it. 

AxSt.Genevieve, in the fettlement among 
the whites, are about thirty Piorias, Kaf- 
kaflcias, and Illinois, who feldom hunt for 
fear of the other Indians ; they are the 
remains of a nation which fifty years ago 
could bring into the field one thoufand two 
hundred warriors. 

On the Mijfouri, 

On the Mifiouri and its waters are many 
and numerous hations, the beft known of 
which are—The Ofag^rs, fituated on the 
river of the fame name oin the right bank 
of the Miffouri, at about eighty leagues 
from its confluence with it. They confifl 
of one thoufand warriors, who live in two 
fettlements at no great diftance ,from each 
other. They are of a gigantic fiature and 
well proportioned, are enemies of the 
whites and of all other Indian nations, and 
commit depredations from the Illinois to 
the Arkanias. The trcide of this nation 
IS faid to be under an exclufive grant. 
They are a cruel and ferocious race, and 
are hated and feared by all the other In¬ 
dians. The confluence of the Ofage 
river with the MifTouri is about eighty 
leaget-es from the Miffifippi. 

D 
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Sixty leagues higher up the Miffouri, 
and on the fame bank, is the river Kan- 
zas, and on it the nation .of the fame name, 
but at about fevency or eighty leagues 
from its mouth. It confifts of about two 
hundred and fifty warriors, who are as 
fierce and cruel as the Ofages, and often 
moleft and iil-ireat thofe who go to trade 
among them. 

Sixty leagues above the river Kanzas, 
and at about two hundred from the mouth 
of the xMiffouri, fliil on the right bank, is 
the Riviere Platte*, or Shallow River, re¬ 
markable for its quick fands and bad navi¬ 
gation ; and near its confluence with the 
Miffouri dwells the nation of Oftolaflos, 
commonly called Otos, confiding of about 
two hundred warriors, among whom are 
twenty-five or thirty of the nation of Mif- 
iburi, who took refuge among them about 
twenty-five years fince. 

Forty leagues up the River Platte you 
come to the nation of the Panis, compofed 
of about feven hundred warriors, in four 
neighbouring villages. They hunt but lit¬ 
tle, and are ill-provided with fire-arms. 
Thev often make war on the Spaniards in 
the ticighbourhood of Santa Fe, from 
which they are not far diflant. 
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At three hundred leagues from the 
Miffifippi, and one hundred from the River 
Platte^ on the fame bank, are fituated the 
villages of the Mahas, They confifted in 
1799 of five hundred warriors, but are faid 
to have been almoft cur off laft year by the 
fmall-pox. 

At fifty leagues above the Mahas, and 
on the left bank of the Miflburi, dwell 
the Poneas, to the number of two hun¬ 
dred and fifty warriors, poflefEng in com¬ 
mon with the Mahas their language, foci- 
cty and vices. Their trade has never 
been of much value, and thofe engaged in 
it are expofed to pillage and ill-treatment. 

At the diftance of 450 leagues from the 
Miffifippi, and on the right bank of the 
Miffouri, dwell the Aricaras, to the num¬ 
ber of 700 warriors, and 60 leagues above, 
the Mandane nation, confiding of about 
700 warriors likewife. Thefe two lad na¬ 
tions are well difpofed to the whites, but 
have been the viflims of the Sioux, or 
Nandowedies, who being themfelves well 
provided with fire-arms, have taken advan¬ 
tage of the defencelefs fituation of the oth¬ 
ers, and have on all occafions murdered 
them without mercy. 
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No difcoveries on the Miffouri^ beyond 
the Mandane nation, have been accurately 
detailed, though the traders have been in¬ 
formed, that many large, navigable rivers 
difcharge their waters into it, far above it, 
and that there are many numerous nations 
fettled upon them. 

The Sioux, or MandowefTies, who fre¬ 
quent the country between the north bank 
of the Miffouri and Aliffifippi, are a great 
impediment to trade and navigation. They 
endeavour to prevent all communication 
with the nations dwelling high up the Mif¬ 
fouri, to deprive them of ammunition and 
arms, and thus keep them fubfervient to 
themfelvcs. In the winter they are chiefly 
on the banks of the Miffouri, and maffacre 
ail who fall into their hands. 

There are a number of nations at a 
diftance from the banks of the Miffouri, 
to the north and fouib, concerning whom 
but little information has been received. 
Returning to the Miflifippi, and afeending 
it from the Miffouri, about 75 leagues a- 
bove the mouth of the latter, the River 
Moingona or Riviere de Moine enters the 
Miflifippi on the weft fide, and on it are 
fituated the Ayons, a nation originally from 
the Miffouri, fpeaking the language of the 
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Otatacbas: It confifted of 200 warriors, 
before the fmall pox lately raged atnong 
them. 

The Sacs and Renards dwell on the 
Miflifippi, about 300 leagues above Sl 
L ouis, and frequently trade with it-^ihey 
live together, and confifted of 500 war¬ 
riors. Their chief trade is v/ith Michili- 
niakkinak,and they have always been peace¬ 
able and friendly. 

The other nations on the Mifftfippi 
higher up, are but little known to us. 
The nations of the Miffouri, though cruel, 
treacherous, and infolent, may doubtlefs 
be kept in order by the United States, if 
proper regulations are adopted with refped 
to them. 

It is faid that no treaties have been en¬ 
tered into by Spain with the Indian na¬ 
tions weftward of the Miffifippi, and that 
its treatries with the Creeks, ChoSaws, 
&c. are in effefl fuperceded by our trea¬ 
ty with that power of the 27th of Odober, 
^ 795 * 

OF LANDS AND TITLES. 

The lands are held in fome inftances 
by grants from the Crown, but moftly from 
the Colonial government. Perhaps no: 
one quarter part of the lands granted in 
T) 2 
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Louifiana are held by complete titles; a'nd 
oF the remainder a confiderable part de¬ 
pends upon a written permifiTion of the 
officer laft mentioned. This pra&ice has 
always been countenanced by the Spanifh 
government, in order that poor men, when 
they Found ihemfelves a little at eale, 
might at their own conveniency apply for 
and obtain complete titles. In the mean 
time fiich imperfect rights were fuffered by 
the government to delcend by inheritance, 
and even to be transferred by private 
coniraQ. When requifite, they have been 
feized by judicial authority, and fold for 
the payment of debts. 

Until within a few years the governor 
of Upper Louifiana was auihorifed to make 
furvevs of any extent. In the exercife of 
this diferctionary power, fome abufe.s were 
committed ; a fev/ fmaH monopolies were 
created. About three years ago, he was 
reftrittedin this branch of his duty; fince 
which he has been only auihorifed to 
make furveys to emigrants in the follow¬ 
ing manner: Tsvo hundred acres for each 
man and wife, fifty acres for each child, 
and twenty avcres for each Have. Hence 
the quantity of land allowed to fettlers 
depended on the number in each family; 
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and for this quantity of land, they paid 
no more than the expenfe of furvey.— 
Thefe furveys were neceffary to entitle 
the fettlers to grants ; and the governor, 
and after him the Intendant at New Or¬ 
leans, was alone authorifed to execute 
grants on the receipt of the furveys from 
the fettlers. The adminiftration of the 
land office is at prefent under the care of 
the Intendant of the province. 

There are no feudal rights nor nobleffe. 

It is impoffible to afeertain the quan¬ 
tity of lands granted, without calling on 
the claimants to exhibit their titles ; the 
regiftry being incomplete, and the maps 
made by the different furveyors general 
having been burnt in the fires at New- 
Orleans of 1788 and 1794. No eftimatc 
has been obtained. 

All the lands on both fides. of the Mif- 
fifippi, from the diftance of fixteen leagues 
below NeW'Orleans to Baton Rouge, are 
granted to the depth of forty acres, or 
near half a league, which is the ufual 
depth of all grants. Some have double 
and triple grants; that is to fay, they have 
twice or thrice forty acres in depth; and 
others have grants extending from the 
Miffifippi to the fea or the lakes behind 
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them. In other parts of the country the 
people, being generally fettled on the 
banks of creeks or rivers, have a front of 
from fix to forty acres, and the grant al- 
moft invariably expreffes a depth of forty 
acres. All the lands ungranted in the i- 
fland of New-Orleans, or on the oppofite 
bank of the Miffifippi, are funken, inun¬ 
dated, and at prefent unfit for cultivation; 
but may, in part, be reclaimed at a future 
day by efforts of the rich and enterprizing. 

CULTIVATION OF SUGAR. 

The fugar cane may be cultivated be¬ 
tween the river Iberville and the city, on 
both Tides of the river, and as far back as 
the fwarnps. Below the city, however, 
the lands decline To rapidly that beyond 
fifteen miles the foil is not well adapted 
to it. Above the Iberville, the cane 
would be affeSed by the cold, and its pro¬ 
duce would therefore be uncertain.— 
Within thefe limits the beft planters ad¬ 
mit that one quarter of the cultivated lands 
of any confiderable plantation may be 
planted in cane, one quarter left in pafture, 
and the remaining half employed for pro- 
vifions, &c. and a referve for a change 
of crops. One Parifian Arpent of one 
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hundred and eighty feet fquare, may be 
expefted to produce on an average twelve 
hundred weight of fugar, and fifty gallons 
of ruin. 

From the above data, admitting that 
both Tides of the river arc planted for nine¬ 
ty miles in extend and about three fourths 
of a mile in depth, it will refult that the 
annual produfl: may amount in round num¬ 
bers to twenty.five thoufand hogfheads of 
lugar, with twelve thoufand puncheons of 
rum. Enterprizing young planters fay, 
that one third, or even one half of the ara¬ 
ble land, might be planted in cane. It 
may alfo be remarked that a regular fup- 
ply of provifions from above, at a mode¬ 
rate price, would enable the planter to 
give his attention to a greater body of land 
cultivated with cane. The whole of thefe 
lands, as may be fuppofed, are granted ; 
but in the Atacapas country, there is un- 
doublediy a portion, parallel to the fca- 
coaft, fit for the culture of the fugar-cane. 
7 here vacant lands are to be found, but 
the proportion is at prefent unknown. 

Jn the above remarks, the lands at 
7erre aux Bceuf, on the Fourche, Bayou 
St. Jean, and other inlets of the Miffifippi, 
fouth of the latitude fuppofed to divide 
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thofe which are fit, from ihofe which are 
unfit, for the cultivation of the cane, have 
been entirely kept out of view. Inclu¬ 
ding thefe, and taking one third inftead 
of one fourth of the lands fit for fugar, the 
produce of the whole would be fifty, 
thoufand, inftead of twenty five thoufand,, » 
hogfheads of fugar. 

The following quantities of fugar, brown, 
clayed and refined, have been imported 
■ ■ " from Louifiana and! 
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OF THE LAWS. 

When the country was firft ceded to 
Spain, (he preferved many of the French, 
regulations, but by almoft imperceptible|o: 
degrees they have difappeared, and at 
prefent the province is governed entirely 
by laws of Spain and the ordinances form¬ 
ed exprefsly for the colony. 
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COURTS OF JUSTICE. 

The governor’s court has a civil anc n 
military jurifdiflion throughout the prov- unj 
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nee. That of the lieutenant governor has 
he fame extent in civil cafes only. 

There are two Alcaldes,.whofe jnrifdic- 
ion, civil and criminal, extends through 
he city of New-0rleans and five leagues 
iround it, where the parlies have no jf-uero 
nilitar^ or military privilege ; ihofe who 
iiave can transfer their caufes to the gov- 
;rnor. 

The tribunal of the Intendant has cog- 
ihzance of admiralty and fifeal cales, and 
uch fuits as are brought for the recovery 
)f money in the kings name or againft 
im. 

The tribunal of ,the Alcalde Provin- 
ial has cognizance of criminal caufes, 
.^here offences are committed in the coun¬ 
ty, or when the criminal takes refuge there, 
nd in other fpecified cafes. 

The ecclefiaftical tribunal has jurifdic- 
on in ail matters refpefting the church. 

The governor, lieutenant governor, AI- 
aldes, Indendant, Provincial Alcalde, and 
le Provifor in ecclefiaftical caufes, are 
ffpe^ively foie judges. All fentences, 
ffeQing the life of the culprit, except 
lofe of the Alcalde Provincial, muft be 
itified by the fuperior tribunal, or cap 
lin general, according to the nature ov 
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(he cafe, before they are carried into ex- u 
ecution. The governor has not the pow- n 
er of pardoning criminals. An auditor p 
and an alfeffor, who are doftors of law, ij 
are appointed to give counfel to ihofe \\ 
judges; but for fome time paft there has 
been no afiellor. If the judges do not , n 
confult thofe officers, or do not follow their I 
opinions they make themfelves refponfible r 
for their decifions. f 

The commandants of diftrifts have alfo d 
a fpccies of judicial power. They hear f 
and determine all pecuniary caufes not ex- q 
ceeding the value of one hundred dollars. 
When the fuit is for a larger fum, they j 
commence the procefs, colletl the proofs, f 
and remit the whole to il\e governor, to ^ 
be deceded by the proper tribunal. They ^ 
can inflift no corporal punifhment except ^ 
upon (laves ; but they have the power of ( 
arrefiing and imprifoning when they think ^ 
it neceffary ; advice of v/hich and their 
reafons mull be tranfraittcd to the gover- . 
nor. j 

Small fuits are determined in a fum- [ 
mary way by hearing both parties viva vocc; | 
but in Ifiits of great magnitude, the pro- ^ 
ceedings are carried on by petition and ^ 
reply, leplication and rejoinder, reiteratedi^ ^ 
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until the auditor thinks they* have nothing 
new to fay. Tnen all the proofs either 
party choofes to adduce are taken before 
the keeper of the records of the court, 
who is always a notary public. 

The parties have now an opportunity of 
making their remarks upon the evidence 
by way of petition, and bringing forward 
oppofing proofs. - When the auditor con- 
fiders the caiife as mature, he iffues his 
decree, which receives its binding force 
from the governor’s fignature, where the 
caufe depends before him. 

There is an appeal to Havanna, if ap¬ 
plied for within five days after the date of 
the decree, in canfes above a certain Vcdiie. 
An ulterior appeal lies to the audience 
which formerly fat at St. Domingo, but 
which is now removed to fome part of 
Cuba, and from thence to the council of 
the Indies in Spain. 

Suits are of various durations. In pe¬ 
cuniary matters the laws encourage fum- 
inary proceedings. An execution may be 
bad on a bond in four days, and iti the 
fame fpace on a note of hand, after the 
party acknowledges it, or after his figna. 
tiireis proved. Moveable property is lold 
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it be three times publicly cried in that in¬ 
terval. Landed property muft be likewife 
cried three times, with an interval of three 
days between each, and it may then be 
fold. All property taken in execution 
muft be appraifed^ and fold for at lead 
halFoF the appraifemcnt. In pecuniary mat- 
ters the governors decide verbally without 
appeal, when the fum does not exceed 
one hundred dollars. The Alcaldes have 
the fame privilege, when the amount is 
not above twenty dollars. 

In addition to thefe'courts, four years 
ago there were eftabliflied four Alcaldes de 
barrio, or petty inagiftrates, one for each 
of the four quarters of the city, with a 
view to improve its police. They hear 
and decide all demands not exceeding 
ten dollars, exercife the power of^comtnit- 
ting to prifon, and in cafe of robbery, riot 
or ^ffafiinatiori, they can, by calling on a 
notary, take cognizance of the affair; but 
when this is done, they are bound to re¬ 
mit the proceedings to fome of the other 
judges, and in all cafes whatever, to give 
them information when they have com¬ 
mitted any perfon to prifon. 

Most of the fuiis are on perfonal con- 
trafts, rights to dower, inheritances, and 
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titles to land. Thofe arifing from perfon- 
al quarrels are generally decided in a fiim- 
mary way. The inhabitants are faid not to 
be litigious. 

lawyers , & COSTS OF THEIR COURTS 
AND THEIR OFFICERS. 

The number of lawyers is fmall, not ex¬ 
ceeding three or four attorneys. Their 
fees are fmall. Suits are^cariied on in 
writings called efcritos^ which may be drawn 
by the parties themfelves, if they pleafe, 
but they muft be prefented by tht\fcribano 
or notary, who is the keeper of the records 
of the court. 

The fees of the judges are twenty-five 
cents for every half fignature or flourifh 
{which is ufually affixed on common oc> 
cafions) fifty cents for every whole figna- - 
ture, and two dollars and three fourths for 
^very attendance, as at a fale, or the taking 
of evidence, ^ 

The fees of the Abogado, or perfon 
oonfulted by the judges on law points, are 
twelve and a half cents for every leaf of 
which the procefs confifts, and four dol¬ 
lars for every point of law cited. Thofe 
of the attorney, when employed, are fixty 
and a half cents for a fimple petition 
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or efcrito, but if it (hould be neceflary to 
read a procefs in order to form bis pen* 
tion, and it fliould require much time and 
labour, he is compenfated in proportion, 
befides twelve and a half cents per leaf 
for perufing the papers. For attendance 
on any buhnefs he is allowed one dollar 
and fifty cents for the ajfijlance of two and 
a half hours. The notary has fifty cents 
for each decree or order of the judge, 
twenty-five cents for a notification in his 
office, and fifty cents for one out of it, 
but within the city ; one dollar and feven 
eighths for every attendance of two and 
a half hours on bufinefs, and twenty-five 
cents additional for every leaf of paper 
written by him. 

A COUNSELLOR or two have fometimes 
refided at New-Orleans, but being gene¬ 
rally found obnoxious to the officers of 
the government, they have not continued 
there. The counfellor values his own 
fervices, and in general exafts large fums. 
The attorney generally receives from the 
party who employs him more than is al- 
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CRIMES, CRIMINAL JURISPRUDENCE, & 
PUNISHMENTS. 

In cafes of petty crimes the cognizance 
of the proper courts may be faid to be fi¬ 
nal and without appeal ; and moft com¬ 
monly fuch caufes are decided in a fum- 
rnary way. With refpeft to crimes of 
deeper dye more folemnity is ufed. A 
perfon {killed in the law is always nomina¬ 
ted by the court to defend the accufed. 
T he trial is not public ; but examinaiions 
and depofuions in writing are taken pri¬ 
vately by the auditor at any time moft 
convenient to himfelf, at which neverthe- 
lels the council of the accufed is admitted 
to be prelent. He has alio every kind of 
privilege granted to him in making his de¬ 
fence. Such luits are generally very te¬ 
dious and expenfive w’hen he is wealthy. 
The condemned is entitled to an appeal 
as in civil cafes, provided he gives fecuri- 
ty for the payment of future cotts. There 
appears, however, to be a virtual appeal 
in every capital condemnation, becaufe a 
flay of execution takes place until the con¬ 
firmation of the lenience returns from St. 
Jago de Cuba, where there is a grand tribu¬ 
nal eftabliflied, confiding of five judges, 
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before whorn counfellors plead as in our 
courts. 

Chimes of ^reat atrocity are very rare. 
Murder by dabbing feems to be confined 
to the Spanifli foldiers and Tailors. The 
terror of the magiftrate’s power reftrains 
affaults, batteries, riots, &c. 

Punishments are generally mild. They 
inoftly confifl of imprifonment and pay¬ 
ment of fometimes the llockvS. ^Vhitc 

men, not military, are rarely, perhaps nev¬ 
er, degraded by whipping; and in no cafe 
do any fines go into the public trealury. 
Murder, arfon, and aggravated robbery 
of the king’s treafuryor effeQs, are punifh- 
ed with death. Robbery of private per- 
lons to any amount is never punilhed with 
death, but by reftiiuiion, imprifonment, 
and fometimes enormous cods. Crimes 
againd the king’s revenue, fuch as contra¬ 
band trade, are punillied with bard labour 
for life, or a term of years, on board the 
gallies, in the mines, or on the public works. 

LEARNING. 

There are no colleges, and but one 
public fchool, which is at New-Orleans. 
The inaders of this are paid by the king. 
They teach the Spanilh language only. 
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There are a few private fchools for chil¬ 
dren. Not more than half of the. inhabi¬ 
tants are fuppofed to be able to read and 
write, of whom not more than two hundred, 
perhaps, are able to do it well. In general 
the learning of the inhabitants does not ex¬ 
tend beyond thofe two arts ; though they 
feem to be endov/ed with a good natural 
genius, and an uncommon facility of learn¬ 
ing whatever they undertake. 

THE CHURCH. 

The clergy confifts of a bifhop, who 
does not refide in the province, and whofc 
falary of four ihoufand dollars is charged 
on the revenue of certain biftiopricks in 
Mexico and Cuba ; two cations, having 
each a falary of fix hundred dollars; and 
twenty-five curates, five for the city of 
Mew-Orleans, and twenty for as many coun- 
*try parifhes, who receive each from three 
hundred and fixty to four hundred and 
eighty dollars a year. Thofe falaries, ex¬ 
cept that of the bifhop, together with aM 
allowance for facritans and chapel expen- 
fes, are paid by the treafury at New-Or- 
leans, and amount annually to thirteen 
ihoufand dollars. 
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There is alfo at that place a convent of 
Ur^ulines, to which is attached about a 
thoufand acres of land, rented out in three 
plantations. The nuns are now in number 
not more than ten or twelve, and are all 
French. There were formerly about the 
fame number of Spanifli ladies belonging 
to the order; but they retired to Havan- 
na during the period when it was expefled 
that the province would be transferred to 
Franee. The remaining nuns receive young 
ladies as boarders, and inftruft them in 
reading, writing, and needle-work. 

They have always afted with great pro¬ 
priety and are generally refpefted and be¬ 
loved throughout the province. With the 
affiltance of an annual allowance of fix hun¬ 
dred dollars from the treafury, they always 
lupport and educate twelve female orphans. 


fon 
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OF THE OFFICERS OF GOVERNMENT. 

Xhe officers who are merely judicial 
have been already mentioned, and there¬ 
fore fome of them will be altogether omit¬ 
ted in this place. The executive officers 
appointed by the governor, for each divi- 
fion of the province, and called Command¬ 
ants, are generally taken from the army, or 
the militia. When the fettlement is fmall, 
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foTTie refpeftable charafter is appointed to 
a civil command, and the militia officer has 
the direction of the military matters.—- 
Where there is a garrifon, the commandant 
is Tub delegare of rhe iniendant, and draws 
upon him for all expenfes incurred. In 
that cafe he has the charge of all matters 
relating to the revenue, within bis dilhift. 

The duty of commandants is to luperiiv 
tend the police, preferve the peace of the 
diftrift, examine the paffports of travellers, 
and to fuffer no ftrangers to fettle within 
the limits of their command, without regu¬ 
lar leave obtained from government. They 
are to prevent fmuggiing, to certify that all 
lands petitioned for by the inhabitants, are 
vacant before they are granted, and when 
required put the owner in polfeffion. They 
are befides notaries public, and in their 
offices it is neceffary to regifter all Tales of 
lands and (laves, and even to make the 
contrafts for ihofe purpofes before them. 
They aft as fheriffs, levy executions on 
property, attend and certify the fale, and 
colleft the proceeds. They alfo take in 
ventories of the property of inieftates. 
By an ordinance of Baron Carondelet, Syn¬ 
dics are eftablifhed every three leagues, 
who are fubordinate to the commandant, 
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decide fmall caufes, and have the police of 
road5s, levies, travellers and negroes. 

The officers of the general government 
are the following : Befide his judicial pow¬ 
ers, the Governor is chief of the army and 
nuliiia, and the head of the civil govern¬ 
ment. He is alfo prefident of the Cabildo, 
or Provincial council. He appoints and 
removes at pleafure the commaiWants of 
diftrifls. He appoints the officers of the 
militia, who are neverthelefs commjffioned 
by the king, and be recommends military 
officers for preferment. He is fuperinten- 
dant of Indian affairs. He promulgates 
ordinances for the good government and 
improvement of the province ; but he has 
no power to affefs taxes upon the inhabi¬ 
tants without ihcir confent. Until the year 
1798 , he pnffeded the foie power of grant¬ 
ing lands; blit it thep paffed into the hands 
of the intendant. 

The Cabildo is.an hereditary council of 
twelve chofen originally from the mod 
wealthy and refpeflable families. The gov¬ 
ernor prefides over their meetings. Their 
office is very honourable, but it is acquired 
by purchafe. They have a right to repfe-^ 
fent, and even to remonftrate to the gover¬ 
nor, in refpeft to the interior government 
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of the province. The police of the city 
is under their conlroul and dire&iqn. In 
it they regulate the admiffion of phyhcians 
and furgeons to practice. Two members 
of the Cabildo ferve by turn monthly, and 
take upon themfelves the immediate fupe- 
rintendancc of markets, bakers, ftreets, 
bridges, and the general police of the city. 
This council diiiributes among its members 
feveral important offices, fuch as Alguazil 
Mayor, or High Sheriff, Alcalde Provin¬ 
cial, Procureur General, See, The laft 
mentioned is a very important charge.— 
The perlbn who holds it is not merely the 
king’s attorney, but an officer peculiar to 
the civil law. He does not always profe- 
cute; but after conviction he indicates the 
punifhment annexed by law to the crime, 
and which may be, and is mitigated by the 
court. Like the chancellor, in the Englifh 
fyftem, he is the curator and the proteklor 
of orphans, &c. and finally, he is the ex¬ 
pounder of the privileges belonging to the 
town, province or colony, and the accufer 
of every public officer that infringes them. 
The Cabildo is alfo vefted with a fpecies 
of judicial authority. 

The Intendant is chief of the depart¬ 
ments of finance and commerce, and exer- 
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cifes ihe judicial powers already mention^ 
ed. He is entirely independent of the 
governor, and no public mpnies can be if- 
lued without his exprefs order. The land 
office is under his dire8ion. 

The Contador, Treafurer and Interven- 
tor, are officers fubordinatc to the Inten* 
dant. The firft has four clerks under him, 
and keeps all accounts and documents ref- 
pe6tmg the receipt and expenditure of the 
revenue, and is therefore a check upon the 
Intendant. The treafurer is properly no 
more than a caffiier, and is allowed one 
clerk. The Inierventer fiiperintends all 
public purchafes and bargains. The Ad- 
miniftrator is alfo fubordinatc to the Inten¬ 
dant, and, with a number of inferior offi¬ 
cers, manages every thing refpefting the 
cuftom-houlc. Every clerk in thele of¬ 
fices receives his commiffion from the 
king. 

The Auditor is the king’s counfeh who 
is to furniffi the governor with legal ad¬ 
vice in all cafes of judicial proceedings, 
whether civil or military. 

The Affeflor’s funaions are fimilar tf 
thofe of the Auditor, and are properly ap 
plicable to the Intendant’s department. 
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Both of the officers lafl; mentioned are 
alfo the counfellors of fome of the other 
tribunals, as before intimated. 

A Secretary of the government, and 
another of the intendency. 

A Surveyor-General. 

A Harbour Mafter. 

A Store-Keeper, who takes charge of 
all public moveable property. 

An Interpreter of the French and Span- 
iffi languages, and a number of other infe¬ 
rior officers. 

All appointments in the province with a 
falary of more than thirty dollars per month, 
are made by the king, and moft of thofe 
"with a lower falary, by the governor or in- 
lendant, as belongs to their refpe6live de¬ 
partments. There are no officers chofen 
by the people. 

Fhk falaries and perquifiies of the prin¬ 
cipal officers are as folfows : 


Governor, annually, 6,000 p. falary, 

Inteiidant, 

Auditor, 2,000 

Cuntador, a,000 

AlTelTor, i,ooo 

Trcafurer, 

Adtniniftrator, i,aoo 

^jccret. of government, 600 


2,ooQ.p. requi^tes. 
none 
2,000 
non-c 
1,000 
none 
none 
2,000 


The commandants of diftrifls receive 
each 100 dollars from the king annually, 

jp 
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unlefs they are poffeffed of a military em¬ 
ployment or penfion. 

TAXES AND DUTIES. 

INSTEAD .of paying local taxes, each in¬ 
habitant is bound to make and repair roads, 
bridges, and embankments, through his own 

duty of fix per cent, is payable at the 
cuftom-houfe, on the transfer of ftipping. 
It is afcertained upon the fum, the otiyer 
and feller declare to be the real confidera- 
tion. As no oath is required from either, 
they feldom report more than half the 

^ The following taxes are alfo payable in 

the Province : j • u 

Two per cent, on legacies and inheri¬ 
tances, coming from collaterals and ex¬ 
ceeding 2-000 dollars. 

Four per cent, on legacies, given to 
perlons who are not relatives of the teitator. 

A tax on civil employment, the falaries 
of which exceed 300 dollars annually, cal¬ 
led media annata, amounting to half ol the 
fiift year’s lalary. By certain officers, it is 
to be paid in two annual inftalments, and 
by others in four. The firft perfon ap¬ 
pointed to a newly created office pays noth- 
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ing, but the tax is levied on all' who fuc- 
ceed him. 

Seven dollars is deduced from'the fum 
of 20 paid as pilotage by every vcflel en¬ 
tering or leaving the Miflifippi; but the 
treafury provides the boats, and pays the 
falary of the pilots and failors employed at 
the Balize. The remainder of the 20 dol¬ 
lars is thus diftrjbuted :—To the head pilot 
4—to the pilot who is in the veffel 4—and 
5 to the crew of the row-boat, that goes out 
to put the pilot on board, or take him 
alhore. 

A tax of 40 dollrrs per annum for licem 
c-es to fell liquors. 

A tax on certain places when fold, fuch 
as thofe of Regidor, Notary, Attorney, See. 

But the principal tax is that of 6 per 
cent, levied on all imports and exports, ac¬ 
cording to a lowTarifF. The net proceeds of 
which are about 120,000 dollars, whilft all 
the other taxes are faid not to yield more 
than 5 or 6 thoufand dollars annually. 

EXPENSES AND DEBT. 

The expenfes of the prefent government, 
comprehending the pay and fupport of the 
regiment of Louifiana, part of a battalion 
of the regiment of Mexico, a company of 
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dragoons, and one of artillery, which form 
the garrifon of the country, including 
bile ; the repairs of public buildings and 
fortifications; the maintainance of a few 
gallies to convey troops and (lores through¬ 
out the province ; Indian prefents, and fal- 
aries of officers, clergy, and perfons em¬ 
ployed for public purpofps; amounts to a- 
bout 650,000 dollars. A . fum in fpecie, 
■which does not generally exceed 400,000 
dollars, is annually fent from Vera Cruz; 
but this, together with the amount of duties 
and taxes colleaed in the province, leaves 
ufuallv a deficiency of one hundred or one 
hundred and fifty thoufand dollars, for 
■*>hich certificates are iffued to the perfons 
who may have furniflied fupplies, or to of¬ 
ficers and workmen for their lalaries.— 
Hence a debt has acrumulated, which, it is 
faid; amounts at prefent to about 450,000 
dollars. It bears no intereft, and is now 
depreciated 30 per cent. The latter cir- 
ctimftance has taken place, not from want 
of confidence in the eventual payment of 
the certificates ; but from the uncertainty 
of the time when, and the want and gene¬ 
ral value of fpecie. The whole of this 
debt is faid to be due to the inhabitants, 
and to American refidents. It would have 
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been long fince paid off, but for a diver- 
fion of the funds, deftined for that pur- 
pofe, to different and external objeQs. 

IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 

The produflions of Louifiana are—fii- 
gar, cotton, indigo, rice, furs and peltry, 
lumber, tar, pitch, lead, flour, horfes and 
cattle. Population alone is wanting to 
multiply them to an aflonifhing degree. 
The foil is fertile, the climate faIubrious,and 
the means of communication between moft 
parts of the province certain, and by water. 

The following has been received as a 


fketch of the prefent exports ofLouifiana,viz, 


Dollars, 




Peltry, 

Lumber, 

I.ead, corn, horfes and cat¬ 
tle uncertain, 

‘All otlier articles, fuppofe 



200,000 

80,000 


100,000 


F 2 


2,158,490 
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According to official returns in the 
Treafury of the United States, there were 
imported into our territory from Louifiana 
and the Floridas, merchandize in the fol¬ 
lowing amounts, in the fcveral years pre¬ 
fixed : 


Dollars. 

004,^22 

95*5.635 

1,006,214 


In 1799 to ths . value of 


1800 

i8ci 

1S02 


According to the fame authority, which 
makes the total of the exports to amount 
to 2,153,000 dollars, the imports in mer¬ 
chandize, plantation-utenfiis, flaves, &c. 
amount to two and an half millions, the 
difference being made up by the money 
introduced by the government, to pay the 
cxpenfes of governing and protcfting the 
colony. 

According to the returns in the Trea¬ 
fury of the United States exports have 
been made to Louifiana and the Floridas, 
the following amount in the years pre¬ 
fixed : 

In 1799 to tlie value of . 


3,056,268 in foreign articles. 
447,824 in domeftic do. 


Dollars 3,504,092 





In 1800 
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r 1,795,127 in foreign articles. 
\ 240,662 in domellic do. 


1 


Dollars 2,035,789 



Dollars 1,907,998 


1,054,600 in foreign articles. 
170,110 in domeitic do. 


Dollar! 1,224,710 


It is to be obferved, that if the total of 


the imports and exports into and from thefe 


provinces (of ^vhich the two Floridas are 
but.a very unimportant part with refpect 
to both) be as above fuppofed, viz. 


2,500,000 Dollars. 
2,158,000 


Imports, 

Exports, 


Making together, 4,658,000 


The duty of fix per cent, ought alone 
to produce the giofs fuin of two hundred 
and feventy nine thoufand four hundred and 
eighty dollars ; and that the difference be¬ 
tween that fum and its aflual net produce, 
arifes partly from the imperfeft tariff, by 
which the value of merchandize is afeer-. 
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tained, but principally from the fmuggling, 
which is openly countenanced by inoft of i 
the revenue officers. 

MANUFACTURES. 

There are bat few domettic manufac¬ 
tures. The Acadians manufafture a little 
cotton into quilts and cottonades ; and in 
the remote p-arts of the province the poor¬ 
er planters fpin and weave forne negro 
cloths of cotton and wool mixed. There 
is one machine for fpinning cotton in the 1 
parifli of Iberville, and another in the Op- i 

eloufas; but they do little or nothing. In 1 

the city, befides the trades abfokuely ne- i 
ceflfary, there is a confiderable manufac¬ 
ture of cordage, and Tome fmall ones' of i 
{hot an.d hair powder. There are likewife 
in, and within a few leagues of the town, 
twelve diflilleries for making taffin, which 
arc faid to difti! annually a very confidera¬ 
ble quantity; and one fugar refinery, faid 
to make about 200,000 lbs. of loaf lugar. 

NAVIGATION EMPLOYED IN THE TRADE 

OF THE PROVINCE. 

Tm the year 1802, there entered the 
Miffifinoi two hundred and fixty-eight vel- 
lelsofall deferiptions, eighteen of which 
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vere public armed veffels, and the remain¬ 
der merchantmen, as follows, viz. 


American. 

SpaniJIe. 

French^ 

Ships, 

48 

14 

- 

Brigs, 

63 

17 

X 

Polacres, 

- 

4 

- 

Schooners, 

50 

ti 

- 

Sloops, 

9 

I 

, 

Total, 

170 

97 

X 


Of the number of American vefTels, 
twenty-three fhips, twenty-five brigs, nine¬ 
teen Ichooners, and five floops, came in 
ballad ; the remainder were wholly or in 
part laden. 

Five Spanifh fiiips and feven fchooners 
came in ballad. The united tonnage of 
all the (hipping that entered the river, ex- 
clufive of the public armed vefl'els was 
33,725 regider tons. 

In the lame year, there failed from the 
MiflTifippi two hundred and fixty five fail, 
viz. 


A 7 ?ierican. in hallaj}. 

Tctls. 

Ships, 

40 I 

8,972 

Brigs, 


7.54^ 

Sch’rs, 

52 

4 , 34 <S 

Sloops, 

8 

5‘9 


158 

217383 
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SpaaiJ^y. in 

hallajl. 

Tojis. 

Ships, 

18 


3»7i4 

Brigs,. 

22 

I 

i»944 

■ Sch'rs, 

5S 


3»747 

Sloops, 

3 

I 

108 

Polacres, 

3 

I 

240 


104 


9^753 

Frsnck. 


Tons, 

Sch’rs, 

3 


105 

Total, 


Tons, 

Americans, 

158 


21.383 

Spanifh, 

104 


9.733 

French, 

3 


105 

Grand Total, 

265 Sail, 


3 i , 24 i 7 <?«/. 


The tonnage of the veffels which went 
away in ballatt, and that of the public arm¬ 
ed fhips, are not included in the foregoing 
account ; thefe latter carried away mads, 
yards, fpars, pitch, tar, &c. at lead 1,000 
tons. 

In the fird fix months of the prefent 
year, there entered the Miflifippi J73 
fail, of all nations, four, of which were 
public^^arrned veffels, viz. two French 
and two Spanilh, whofe tonnage is not 
enumerated. 
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j^ynr. SpamJIy. 

Tom. French. 

Tens. 

Ships, 23 5,396 

*4 

3,080 5 

1,002 

Brigs, 44 5,701 

20 

2,173 8 

87S 

Polacres, - 

3 

240 2. 

4^6 

Sch'rs, 22 1,899 

18 

1,187 7 

488 

Sloops, 4 278 

3 

197 

- 

93 I3>274 

s» ’ 

6,877 22 

2,804 

Total of Shipf, 


Total of 7 ons. 


American, 93 


I3»274 


Spanifn, 58 


6,877 


French, 22 


2,804 ^ 


173 


22,955 Tons 



In the fame fix months there failed from 
the MifTifippi one hundred and fifty-fix vei- 
feis, viz. 


American. 

Spanifj. 

French. 

Ships, 

2i 

18 

2 

Brigs, 

28 

3^ 


Polacres,^ 

-' 

A 

- 

Schooners, 

17 

26 

5 

Sloops, 

2 

68 

I 

80 

8 


COASTING TRADE. 

There is a confiderable coafting trade 
from Penfacola, Mobile, and the creeks 
and rivers falling into, and in the neigh- 
bourhcod of lake Fonichartrainj from 
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whence New-Orleans is principally fup- > 
plied with fhip’ limber, charcoal, lime, I 
pitch and tar, and partly with cattle, and 
the pUces before named are fupplied with ^ 
articles of foreign growth and produce in [ 
the f^me way from New-Orlcans. The vef- ^ 
fels employed are (loops and fehooners, | 
fome of which are but half decked, from i 
eight to fifty tons; five hundred of which, ’■ 
including their repeated voyages, and 13 
gallies and gun-boats, entered the Bayou I 
St. Jean laft year. There is likewife a * 
frnall coafting trade between the Ataca- 
pas and Opeloufas, and New-Orleans, 
hy w^ay of the Balize, which would much 
increafe if there was any encouragement 
given by government to clear away a few [ 
obftruftions, chiefly caufed by fallen tim~ | 
ber, in the (mail rivers and creeks leading | 
to iheip. I 











































